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BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 



[0001] L Field of the Invention 



[0002] This invention relates to the art of Internet-based and tangible referral system and more specifically 
the use of unique identifiers for this purpose. 



[0003] 2. Description of Prior Art M 



[0004] More and more commerce is moving to the Internet. This movement creates opportunities and 
problems. The [nternet is a great tool for visual information and advertising, but this advertising is not set 
up to be in a printed format or set up for print or internet related referrals. 



[0005] The World Wide Web is currently a subject of intense and rapidly growing interest The World 
Wide Web is composed of interconnected data sources that are accessible to computer users through data- 
communication networks such as the Internet. The data available on the World Wide Web has been 
assembled by private individuals, commercial companies, government agencies, and special interest 
organizations. Much of this assembled information is organized into Web pages. A Web site is a collection 
of Web pages (and possibly other data which, together with Web pages, are generically referred toas Web 
components) offered by a sponsoring entity, herein referred to as the site owner. 



[0006] Large Web sites are typically organized hierarchically. For example, corporate Web sites often 
consist of smaller Web sites, each providing information abouta business unit of the parent company. 

[0007] The Web site itself resides on one or more server hosts. Web components stored on the server host 
are offered to users of the World Wide Web through a software program known as a Web server. A network 
user uploads or downloads data from a Web site through a browser, a software program running on the 

■ 
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client host The browser establishes contact with the Web server and iss.es a request for data stored on the 
server host This results in data fro. the server hostbeing downloaded int. the browser. This data is 
typical a HyperTe* document specifying ^formation required by the browser to display the Web page 
(i.e., formatting infonnation specifying the structure of the page, or URLs of images chat are to be plaed on 
the page), embedded client software progrants which run inside the browser (e.g., Java bytecode), and other 
content to be downloaded to the client computer or displayable through client software programs that add to 
the browser's functionality (sometines referred to as "browser plug-ins '). 



[0008] Currently, Web pages are typically denned using HyperText Markup Language ("HTML"). HTML 



provides a standard set of tags that define how a Web 
browser to display a Web page, the browser sends 



page is to be displayed. When a user indicates to the 



a request to the server computer system to transfer to the 
client computer system an HTML document that defines the Web page. When the requested HTML 
document is received by the client compute, system, the browser dsp.ays the Web page as defined by the 
HTML document. The HTML document contains 



various 



controls, and other features. The HTML document 



tags that control the displaying of text, graphics, 



may contam URLs of other Web pages available on that 
server computer system or other server computer systems. 



[0009, With the rapid growth of computer networking and requests for information from one computer to 
the ne,t e.g. thelntemet, it has become common practice for a provider of information (a "Server") to 
provide each specific requester of information (a "ClienO, with an e.ectn>mc "token" (commonly referred 
to as a "Cookie") for the purpose of "recogni^ the client and/or providing some predetermined and pre- 
programmed level of customization at the discmion of the infonnation provider. 

10010] Prior Art 



[00,1] U.S. Pat. No. 6,457,005 by Torrey and issued on Sep. 24, 2002 is for a "Method and system for 
referral management" It discloses the solicitation and management. of referra.s f aci , itafed ^ methfflb ^ 
record in a database the descriptions of opportunities and the terms under which referral fees wH, be paid to 
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parties that refer resources for consideration. U.S. Pat. No. 6,314.404 by Good, et aJ. and issued on Nov. 6, 
2001 is for a "Method and apparatus for managing real estate brokerage referrals." It discloses a method for 
managing real estate brokerage referrals in which the referrals are made by a broker for residential real 
estate. U.S. Pat. No. 6,029,141 by Bezos, et al. and issued on Feb. 22, 2000 is for an "Internet-based 
customer referral system." It discloses an Intemetbased referral system that enables individuals and other 
business entities ("associates") to market products, in return for compensation, that are sold from a 
merchant's Web site. U.S. Pat. No. 6,546,418 by Schena, et al. and issued on Apr. 8, 2003 is for a "Method 
for managing printed medium activated revenue sharing domain name system schemas." It discloses a 
method for bridging the gap between the virtual multimediabased Internet world and the physical world of 
tangible object media, such as advertising print media. 



[0012] U.S. Pat. No. 6,334, III by Catrott and issued on Dec. 25, 2001 is for a "Method for allocating 
commissions over the internet using tags." It discloses a method and structure for allocating commissions 
for sales made over the Internet including providing a link to a merchant site, attaching a tag to potential 
customers who select the link (where the teg identifies an association between the potentialcustomers and , 
salesperson who provided the link), and allocating the commissions for purchases made by the potential 
customers based upon the tag. U.S. Pat No. S.537,314 by Kanter and issued on Jul. 16, 1996 is for a 
"Referral recognition system for an incentive award program." It discloses a credit accumulation and 
accessing system for a plurality of sponsoring companies and participants having at each sponsoring 
company location a common bus, which communicates with participant data input, perfoimancedata input, 
computer processing, memory, an award output device, and an input/output device. 



[0013] These systems and prior patents do not disclose and use print media from the websites to track 
referrals. 



[0014] The need for a better method for the printing and tracking of advertisement from the Internet, that 
faster, inexpensive, and easy to use shows that mere is still room for improvement within the art. 
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SUMMARY OF INVENTION 



10015, The object of the present invention is to p rov ide a merger of Internet and Advertising Print Medium. 

T0016] The current invention is a method for bridging the gap between the virtual mu.timediabased Interne, 
worid and the physical world of tangible object media, such as print advertising. More particularly, a 
method for muhimedia-based Internet Advertisers to expand the promotion of their product and web pages 
by encouraging Affiliates to post uniquely identified printed versions of the virtual advertising to be posted 
or otherwise physically distributed in the tangible world. 

[00.7J The current mvention * an interneVbased customer referral system software to interactive^ create, 
distribute, and uniqneiy Identified Tangibfe Print Advertising from Internet Web Pages and to track the 
activity of affiliates, sub-affiliates and customers. 



[0018] The current invention utilizes the Internet. The Internet comprises a vast number of compute, and 
computer networks mat are interconnected through communication .inks. The interconnected computers 
exchange information using various services, such as electronic mail, Gopher, and the World Wide Web 
rWWW> The WWW service allows a server computer system (i.e., Web server or Web site) to send 
graphical Web pages of information to a remote client computer system. The «note client computer system 
can then receive the graphic information via electronic transmit*, or display the Web page, Each resource 
(eg., computer, file or Web page) of the WWW is uniquely Identifiable by a Uniform Resource Locator 
("URL"). To view a specific Web page, a client computer system specifies the URL for that Web page in a 
request (e.g., a Hypertext Transfer Protocol ("HTTP") request). The request is forwarded to the Web 
server that supports that Web page. When that Web server recei ves the request, it sends that Web page to 
mediant computer system. When the c.ient computer system receives that Web page, it typica.Iy displays 
the Web page using a browser. A browser is a special-purpose application program that affects me 
requesting of Web pages and the displaying of Web pages. 
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[0019] The process is more efficient, effective, accurate and functional than the current art. 



[0020] Glossary of Terms 



[0021] Affiliate/Client: person or business who markets the Advertiser's products in rerun for monetary 
payment, product credit or discounts, or other compensation Advertiser/Publisher: person or business with 
the items ox products to sell. 



[0022] Advertiser Media: includes the web page or other prospective Internet based information that is 
distributed by the Advertiser via modem, and ultimately printed and distributed by the Affiliate. 



[0023] Browser; a software program that runs on a client host and is used to request Web pages and other 
data from server hosts. This data can be downloaded to the client's disk or displayed on the screen by the 
browser. 



[0024] Client host: a computer that requests Web pages from server hosts, and generally communicates 
through a browser program . 



[0025] Content provider a person responsible for providing the information that makes up a collection of 
Web pages. 



[0026J Embedded client software programs: software programs that comprise part of a Web site and that get 
downloaded into, and executed by, the browser. 



[0027] Clip: a video stream that contains images and possible sound. 



[0028] Cookies: data blocks that are transmitted to a client browser by a web site. 
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[0029] Hit the event of a browser requesting a single Web 



component. 



f 0030] Host: a coup** that is connected to a network such a, thelnternet Every host has a hostname 
(e.g., mypc.mycompany.com) and anumeric IP address (e.g., 123.104.35. 12). 

r 

[0031 J HTML (HyperText Markup Language): the language used to author Web Pages. In its raw form, 
HTML iooks like normal text, interspersed with formatting commands. A browns primary function is to 
read and render HTML. 



[0032] HTTP (HyperText Transfer Protocol): protocol used between a browser and a Web server to 
exchange Web pages and other data over the Internet. 



[0033J HyperText text annotated with links to other Web pages (e.g., HTML). 

[0034] IP (Internet Protocol): the communication protocol governing the Internet. 

[0035] LogSle: a file residing on the Web site in which the Web server logs information about browsers 
requesting Web components. The iogfile typically contains one line per hit 

[0036] Offline Affiliate Clearinghouse: the service at which accounts are settled. An Advertiser makes 
payment to clearinghouse and the Affiliate receives payment from the dearinghonse. Any . ail of the 
participants in the service may pay fees to the clearinghouse. Accounts are settled by the clearinghouse and 
where the Advertisers make payment and where the Affiliate proposed services to make any web site into 
print-ready flyer, poster, or other printable advertising media. The service will use a method to place a 
Unique Identifier Code for each enrolled Advertiser/Publisher or product for each enrolled web page. 

[0037] Unique Identifier Code: an alphanumeric code that identifies the Affilate/Client, the 
Advertiser/Publisher, the particular offer, or any other information related to the relationship of these. 
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1003S] Pageview: the event of a browser downloading some or all of the Web components that make up a 
Web page and displaying the Web page. A pageview often consists of several hits. 

[003PJ Referral page: the URL of the Web page containing the HyperText link that led a visnor to the data 

currently being viewed. ,n most commercial browsers, the BACK button returns the visitor to thisreffcral 
page. 



[0040] Server host: a compute on the Internet that hands out Webpages through a Web server program. 

f004„ Tangfrle Media: Includes media that can be seen and held in the tangible world. For example, 
tangib.e media includes printed pages of all sises including flyers, poster*, coupons and business cards. 



10042] Uploader: someone who wants to upload a video clip 



or image. 



[0043] URL (Uniform Resource Locator): the address of a Web component or other data. The URL 
identifies the protoco, used to communicate with the server host, the IP address of the server host, and the 



location of the requested data on the server host. For 



specifies an HTTP connection with the server host 
(HTML file) work.html. 



example, ^ttpr/Zwww. lucent. com/wo rk.htmi" 



www.lucentcom.frotn which is requested the Web 



page 



[0044] UWU server: in connection with the 
statistics describing Web traffic. 



present invention, a special Web server in charge of distributing 



[0045] Viewer: someone who wants to view the vids> image or clip. 

< 

[0046] "virtuaiFlyer or vaster: a web page or graphic download that was created on demand which 
contains a unique identifier code that Identifies the Sub-Affiliate and or Affiliate that wi.l be entitled to 
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compear or other consideration. Affile or Sub-afBHate will print the virtua. poster to create tangibi 
print media. The Unique Identifier Code label may but is limited to, "discount code" or "Special Offer 
Cede" Visit: a series of requests to a fixed Web server by a single person (through a browser), occurring 



contiguously in time. 



[0047] Visitor: a person operating a browser and, through it, visiting a Web 



site. 



[0048] Web component: a basic data building block mat makes up a Web page. A Web component may 
contain text, Hypertext, images, embedded client software programs, or other date displayabie by a 
browser (such as, for example, QuickTime videos). 



[0049] Web designer: a person, typically one skilled in graphical design, who has cha^e of designing 



Web 



pages. 



[0050] Web master: the (typically, technical^ named) person in charge of keeping a host server and Web 
server program running. 



[0051] Web page: multimedia information on a Web site. A Web page is typically an HTML document 
comprising other Web components, such as images. 

[0052] Web server a software program running on a server host, for handing out Web pages. 

t 

[0053] Web site: a coliection of Web pages residing on one or multiple server hosts and accessible through 
the same hostname (such as, for example, www.lucent.com). 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[0054] Without restricting the full scope of this invention, the purred form of mis WVEation h mM 
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